In  Memoriam. 


PAST  GRAND  MASTER  BROTHER 

lAMES  HARPER. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


AT  A 

Quarterly  Grand  Communication, 

HELD  AT  THE 

MASONIC  HALL,  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia, 
JUNE  4th,  A.  D.  1873, — A.  L.  5S73. 

In  reference  to  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Brother 

JAMES  HARPER. 


PHILADELPHIA ; 

A.  C,  Bryson  &  Co.,  Steam-Power  Printers,  607  Chestnut  Street. 

1873. 
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j^AST  pRAND  /VlASTER  pROTHER  ^AMES  ^AGE  AROSE  AND  ADDRESSED 
THE  pRAND  pODGE,  AS  FOLLOWS  : 


Right  Wokshipful  Grand  Master: 

The  Patriarch  of  our  Order  lias  disappeared 
from  among  us.  After  a  long  and  honorable  life,  and 
an  old  age,  permitted  but  to  few  mortals,  he  has 
gone  down  to  the  narrow  house  appointed  for  all  living. 
Dust  to  be  returned  to  dust,  and  ashes  to  ashes.  The 
place  that  has  known  him,  shall  know  him  no  more 
forever.  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  James  Harper 
sleeps  the  sleep  of  death,  and  there  is  nothing  of  him 
left,  save  the  remembrance  of  his  virtue  and  the  power 
of  his  examj^le.  Let  us  cherish  the  one,  and  profit  by 
the  other,  so  that  in  due  time,  when  we  shall  be  called 
upon  to  take  our  places  in  the  great  caravan  of  death, 
our  record  may  be  as  spotless  as  his,  and  the  result  of 
our  labors  as  useful  and  profitable  to  the  community  of 
which  we  form  a  part. 

Although  not  among  us  very  often  for  many  years 
past.  Brother  Harper,  in  the  morning  and  meridian 
of  his  life,  was  well  known  to  the  fraternity,  and  took  a 
warm  and  active  interest  in  Masonic  affairs. 

As  age  crept  upon  him,  his  visits  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
became  fewer,  until  finally  they  ceased  altogether.  But 
up  to  the  last,  until  within  a  year  or  two  of  his  death, 
his  mind  and  body,  to  a  certain  extent,  preserved  their 
activity ;  for  he  was  of  those  who  believe  it  is  better  to 
die  in  harness,  than  rust  out  in  doing  nothing.  He  was 
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strict  in  the  performance  of  every  duty  reposed  in  his 
hands — honorable — honest — and  conscientious.  He  was 
not  only  a  theoretical,  but  a  practical  Mason.  The 
tools  of  the  Craft  in  his  hands  were  never  idle;  ever 
usefully  employed  and  always  doing  good.  He  was 
truly  a  working  Mason. 

I  submit  for  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Lodge  this 
testimonial : 

Past  Grand  Master,  the  late  Brother  James  Harper, 
was  born  in  Glasher,  Tyrone  County,  Ireland,  on  the 

28th  March,  1780.  ,He  came  to  this  country  with  his 
parents  and  family  in  1791.  They  stopped  first  in 
Philadelphia,  afterwards  going  to  Virginia,  where  his 
mother  had  inherited  a  small  estate.  Remaining  there 
but  a  short  time  they  sold  the  property  and  returned 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  served  his  time  to  the  art  of 
brickmaking,  and  together  with  his  father  and  brother 
Thomas,  entered  into  that  business,  with  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  the  Virginia  property.  He  pursued  it 
successfully  for  many  years,  and  retired  from  it  in  1848, 
being  then  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  About  the  year 
1820,  he  also  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  and 
grain  business,  in  West  Market  Street,  in  connection 
with  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Steex,  which  was  prosper¬ 
ously  carried  on  for  ten  years,  but  he  then  withdrew, 
because  it  interfered  with  his  regular  business  of  brick¬ 
making.  Brother  Harper  was  among  the  first,  if  not 
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the  very  first,  in  this  vicinity,  to  originate  the  process  of 
making  bricks  by  machinery,  to  which  there  was  for  a 
long  time  so  great  an  opposition,  that  at  last  his  brick¬ 
yard  and  all  the  machinery  therein,  was  destroyed  by 
a  mob  in  1844 ;  for  which  he  recovered  84,000, — 
damages  paid  by  the  county.  Brother  Harper  held 
various  public  positions  during  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life,  among  others,  that  of  member  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Poor,  and  also  of  the  Board  of  Prison 
Inspectors,  having  been  a  member  of  the  latter  body  at 
the  time  of  the  great  mutiny  or  riot  in  the  prison  at 
Sixth  and  Walnut  Streets- — -a  massive  and  frowning 
structure  which  has  long  since  given  way  to  modern 
improvements,  and  is  now  totally  obliterated.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  this  City  for 
1821-2.  He  was  elected  to  the  Twenty-third  Congress 
of  the  United  States  in  1832,  in  connection  with  the 
Hon.  Horace  Binney  his  colleague,  they  representing 
the  Second  Congressional  District  of  this  State. 

He  was  elected  to  the  Twenty-fourth  Congress,  in 
connection  with  the  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Ixgersoll,  and 
a  nomination  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Congress  tendered 
him,  but  on  account  of  his  private  affairs  requiring  his 
attention,  he  declined. 

Brother  Harper  took  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters 
looking  to  the  improvement  of  the  City  of  his  adoption, 
where  his  long  and  useful  life  was  passed.  He  was 
among  the  first  pioneers  of  the  handsome  improvements 
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of  West  Walnut  Street,  and  especially  of  those  which 
now  surround  Rittenhouse  Square,  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  portions  of  our  City.  In  the  house  which  he 
built  for  himself  there,  and  which  gave  a  character  to 
the  improvements  which  followed,  he  resided  for  a 
period  of  almost  thirty-five  years,  and  died  there  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1873,  aged  ninety-three  years  and 
three  days;  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors  at 
Laurel  Hill  on  the  3d  of  April,  1873. 

Brother  Harper’s  Masonic  Life  goes  back  to  the 
27th  January,  1808,  when  he  was  initiated  in  Lodge 
No.  71 ;  crafted  in  the  same  Lodge  on  March  3d, 
1808,  and  raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  a  Master 
Mason  on  the  11th  day  of  the  same  month.  He 
resigned  from  the  Lodge,  to  be  one  of  the  original 
founders  of  Solomon’s  Lodge,  No.  114,  on  the  25th  day 
of  January,  1809,  and  this  Lodge  was  chartered  March 
6th,  1809.  He  was  its  first  Junior  Warden,  and  in 
December  of  that  year  (1809)  was  elected  Worshipful 
Master  and  served  two  terms. 

As  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  was  zealous 
and  efficient,  serving  on  many  important  committees, 
and  was  especially  active  in  the  rebuilding  of  the 
Chestnut  Street  Hall,  after  its  destruction  by  fire  in 
1819.  It  was  re-occupied  in  1820,  and  in  December 
of  that  year  Brother  Harper  was  elected  Junior 
Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania, 
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elected  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  December,  1821,  re¬ 
elected  in  December,  1822,  elected  Deputy  Grand 
Master  in  December,  1823,  and  Grand  Master  in 
December,  1824. 

In  1824  General  La  Fayette  visited  tlie  United 
States,  and  it  being  ascertained  that  he  was  a  Free¬ 
mason,  made  according  to  the  ancient  constitutions,  he 
was  enthusiastically  welcomed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  cordial  reception  and  grand  ban¬ 
quet  given  him. 

On  this  most  interesting  occasion  Brother  Harper, 
as  Deputy  Grand  Master,  had  the  honor  and  pleasure 
of  presiding  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Grand 
Master,  the  Hon.  John  Bannister  Gibson,  who  had 
been  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Brother  Harper  on  retiring  from  the  Grand  Master¬ 
ship  at  the  end  of  his  term,  said  :  ‘‘  In  conclusion  permit 
me  to  remark,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge  have 
never  been  in  so  flourishing  a  condition  as  at  the  present 
time,”  thus  showing  how  faithfully  he  had  administered 
the  great  trusts  confided  to  his  care. 

That  the  remembrance  of  our  departed  Past  Grand 
Master  shall  not  fade  away  and  be  lost,  and  that  a 
Memorial  Tablet  shall  be  found  upon  the  Archives  of 
the  Grand  Lodge ;  Therefore, 
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Be  it  Resolved,  That  although  in  the  course  of  nature, 
at  his  great  age,  the  demise  of  our  Past  Grand  Master 
was  to  be  expected,  yet  this  Grand  Lodge  receives  the 
intelligence  with  profound  regret  and  sorrow. 

Resolved,  That  in  his  death  the  community  at  large, 
and  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  particular,  have  sustained 
the  loss  of  a  good  and  worthy  man,  and  a  sincere  and 
earnest  brother. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  his  family  and  friends 
our  condolence  and  sympathy,  tempered  by  the  fact  that 
he  had  reached  a  patriarchal  age,  and  was  gathered  in 
honor  to  his  fathers. 

Resolved,  That  in  further  testimony  of  our  respect 
for  his  memory,  the  Grand  Lodge  be  clothed  with  the 
usual  habiliments  of  mourning;  and  that  a  copy  of  these 
proceedings  be  sent  to  all  the  Subordinate  Lodges 
within  this  jurisdiction,  and  to  the  several  Grand 
Lodges,  and  also  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 


f 


\ 


\ 


